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In the article "Purity and danger: an analysis concept of pollution and taboo" by Mary Douglas, the author describes dirt using the term matter out of place. The argument she adopts the cultural perception of dirt according to societies. The term does not have a distinct definition but is instead an umbrella term that is subjective depending on the person's opinion of garbage. The logic implied ascertains that the concept of absolute dirt does not exist in nature, but only within the perception of individuals or society. Furthermore, expounding on the same highlights that dirt is subject to understanding and that it has distinct meanings for everybody.
Douglas also incorporates ambiguity by heavily associating dirt with disorder, particularly in contemporary society. The tendency of human nature to shun dirt does not emanate from a context of fear or dread of either religion of disease. The author approaches the issue by taking a look at the entire context in the form of hierarchy, which has the notion of dirt as offensive to order. With the above perception, the author highlights that the principal objective for the society and various individuals for removing dirt is consequential of the notion that such actions have a high probability of re-establishing order to the environment (Douglas n.p). However, Douglas argues that the elimination of the concept of hygiene and pathogens from the perception of dirt consequentially leads to the understanding of the term as a matter that is out of place.
The argument and logic implied resemble one adopted by Cahill (1985) that perceives the activities in the restroom as dirt, particularly defecation (Cahill 41). Cahill approaches the context by explaining how such perception shapes the behaviors people engage in while using the bathrooms. Despite the highlight that dirt is a matter of personal perception, today's societal opinion sees the facility as filthy. The knowledge compels people to hide such activities by locking the door. Additional tendencies like the washing of hands and privacy of the matter are for the individuals to feel respect for themselves and others. Therefore, social conformities of today highlight the restroom as a matter out of place (Douglas n.p). The subjective element of dirt presents a personal perception, and hence re-establishment of order is also subject to one's private environment. Therefore, the removal of dirt leads to relief of an orderly individual climate, but that is the limit of personal order. Public order of how to properly dispose of waste and impacts of garbage on the environment are not matters of concern.
The article also highlights that dirt could be consequential and conditional on cultural symbolism, and therefore, served as a critical factor in guiding the interaction of such societies. Douglas follows through with the logic by incorporating the notion of dirt in the relationship of various parties. The analysis adopted also perceives consecrated and sacred entities as profanities in the perception of others. A case is the perception of primitive religions in the 19th century that effectively limited their reach, and also influenced their separation from other religions perceived as great in the world. That aligns with another logic presented in the article. Upon recognition of any anomaly, human nature tends to be anxious before all actions directed at suppression and avoidance of the highlighted aspect (Cahill 50). The religious norms and practices practiced by a minority that stands as opposed to what the majority hold as consecrated and sacred is profane. By such logic, such methods of the minority group conform to the majority's understanding of evil. 


Work Cited
Cahill, Spencer E et al. “Meanwhile Backstage: Public Bathrooms and the Interaction Order.” Urban Life 14.1 (1985): 33–58. Web. Retrieved from https://search.lib.umanitoba.ca/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=cdi_proquest_journals_1292942544&context=PC&vid=01UMB_INST:UMB&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Primo%20Central&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,Public%20Bathrooms%20and%20the%20Interaction%20Order&offset=0
Douglas, Mary. Purity and Danger : An Analysis of Concept of Pollution and Taboo. London: Routledge, 2002. Print. Retrieved from https://search.lib.umanitoba.ca/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma99142667000001651&context=L&vid=01UMB_INST:UMB&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,purity%20and%20danger
